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SUMMARY OF AMENDMENT (005898):  Requires the Department of 
Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities (DMHDD) to coordinate with 
other departments and agencies to promote access to a continuum of 
appropriate services for persons in psychiatric emergencies including a 24-
hour, seven-day-a-week toll-free telephone number, telephone and walk-in 
triage screening, assessment, intervention and follow-up, and access to crisis 
respite and crisis stabilization beds.  States the legislative intent for the 
DMHDD to maintain funding and services for the portion of emergency 
psychiatric services continuum for persons who are not eligible for TennCare 
and are uninsured at levels equal to those provide on January 1, 2009.  
DMHDD must report to the Planning and Policy Council and the Fiscal Review 
Committee identifying all means the Department intends to use to increase 
resources available in the event that appropriations are not sufficient to 
continue funding these services at that level. 
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT OF ORIGINAL BILL: 
 

Increase State Expenditures - $584,500/One-Time 
                                               $3,967,900/Recurring 

 
 

FISCAL IMPACT OF BILL WITH PROPOSED AMENDMENT: 

 
 Increase State Expenditures – Not Significant                 
 
 Assumptions applied to amendment: 

 

• DMHDD will not incur a significant increase in expenditures to work 
with other departments and agencies to promote access to a continuum 
of emergency psychiatric services. 

• DMHDD will work to provide services and funding for emergency 
services to uninsured individuals at levels equal to those provided on 
January 1, 2009.  If those levels cannot be maintained, the Department 
will explain why and detail the steps that will be taken to increase 
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funding and services for emergency psychiatric services within its 
available resources in the required reports. 

• DMHDD will not incur a significant increase in expenditures to provide 
the required report to the Planning and Policy Council and the Fiscal 
Review Committee.  Any cost can be accommodated within existing 
resources without an increased appropriation or reduced reversion.  

• For FY08-09, DMHDD has $9,983,752 for 24-hour crisis telephone 
services, crisis stabilization units, walk-in centers, mobile crisis services 
and respite services.  Approximately $1,491,868 of that amount is one-
time funds for start-up costs for the crisis stabilization units (CSU) and 
$4,362,000 is one-time funds for the mobile crisis services. 

• According to the Department, there is $9,246,000 in recurring funding 
in the FY09-10 proposed budget which will exceed the amount of funds 
in FY08-09 minus the start-up costs for the new CSUs ($9,983,752 - 
$1,491,868 = $8,491,884). 
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